11/13/1987 - Donald Garner Playbill by University Marketing and Communications
Eastern Illinois University
The Keep
1987 Press Releases
11-13-1987
11/13/1987 - Donald Garner Playbill
University Marketing and Communications
Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1987
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Press Releases at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in 1987 by an authorized
administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.
Recommended Citation
University Marketing and Communications, "11/13/1987 - Donald Garner Playbill " (1987). 1987. 465.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1987/465
• .. 
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations 
Office: (21 7) 581-5981 - Home: (21 7) 348-7 553 
87-55 November 13, 1987 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
GARNER RETIRING AS MAGAZINE EDITOR 
CHARLESTON, IL.--After 25 years of editing college theater's 
oldest publication, Dr. Donald Garner of the speech department 
of Eastern Illinois University is retiring from his magazine duties. 
For the past 25 years Dr. Garner has sifted through an estimated 
75,000 pictures from colleges throughout America in preparing the 
two annual publications of Playbill, the nation's oldest continuous 
college theater magazine, which began in 1926. The two are Delta 
Psi Omega for two-year colleges and Alpha Psi Omega for four-year 
colleges and universities. 
(more) 
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ADD 1/1/1/1/ GARNER RETIRING 
Dr. Garner first became interested in the publications when 
he was completing his master's degree at Kent State (Ohio) University. 
He began his magazine editing duties when he joined the EIU Theater 
Department staff in 1962. He also served as national president 
and vice-president of Alpha Psi Omega theater fraternity. 
The approximately 8,000 total copies of the annual issues 
are distributed throughout the United States, including approximately 
250 community colleges and 650 four-year colleges and universities. 
"It has been very interesting work down through the years," 
Dr. Garner explained. "For each issue I would examine about 3,000 
photos sent in from the thousands of plays annually presented in 
colleges. The magazines would usually run about 56 to 60 pages 
in each issue." 
"Each year," Dr. Garner added, "I would receive two or three 
letters from department chairmen who would explain that theater 
was about to be dropped at that particular school until administrators 
and trustees saw the pictures of that school's program in one of 
the two annual publications. It made me feel good that we were 
helping save entire departments." 
Dr. Garner also has been serving for the past four years as 
associate editor of the Illinois Speech and Theater Journal. He 
also is retiring from that position. 
For 12 years Dr. Garner served as chairman of the EIU Speech 
Department. He has written a series of three books called, "The 
Career Educator." He also has been responsible for many special 
grants coming to EIU and has served on the EIU Faculty Research 
Council. 
(more) 
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ADD 2/2/2/2/ GARNER RETIRING 
His undergraduate work was at Harding University at Searcy, 
Ark., while he received his doctorate from Wayne State University 
in Detroit. 
To add a touch of humor in his work, Dr. Garner frequently 
inserted in the various issues a picture of one of his children, 
especially when a child was in a grade school or high school play. 
"I wanted to see how many people would notice," added Dr. Garner. 
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